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Mr. Paul E. Stacey
Department of Enviromnental Protection
Bureau of Water Protection and Land Reuse
Planning and Standards Division
79 Elm Street
Hartford, CT 06106-5127

February 2, 2010

Re: Testimony in Support of Improving the Stream Flow Standards and Regulations

Dear Mr. Stacey:

The Town of Newtown’s Conservation Commission, Inland Wetlands Commission, and Land Use
Agency are writing in support of improving the Stream Flow Standards and Regulations in response
to P.A. 05-142. The Newtown Conservation Commission is mandated under State Statute to advise
and regulate the natural resources for the Town of Newtown.

In addition, The 2004 Plan of Conservation and Development (POCD) for the Town of Newtown
includes as part of the document vision:

We will work together as a town to promote and protect open space, farmland and trails
throughout the town always maintaining an environmentally active position protecting our
aquifers, wetlands and other ecologically sensitive areas.

The protection of the quality water resources has been identified by Newtown residents as paramount
to the goal of protecting Newtown’s natural resources. In addition, stratified drift aquifers within
Newtown represent important existing and potential sources of drinking water.

Therefore, as part of the POCD, Newtown has set goals to:
1. Continue to preserve and protect Inland Wetlands and Watercourses fi’om potential sources of

contamination or development, and
2. Achieve and protect high water quality classifications throughout Newtown.
3. Support measures that will protect the Deep Brook/Pootatuck Wild Trout Management Area

from pollution and elevated water temperatures.
4. Identify existing threats and develop mitigation plans for key surface and groundwater resources

in Newtown

We believe that improved Stream Flow Standards and Regulations will provide a valuable tool to
Newtown and other towns in the protection of Connecticut’s water resources.
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This is an important time to develop stream flow standards which will help preserve and improve the
state’s rivers and streams while providing protection to water supplies for human needs. Current
regulations do not adequately protect the fragile ecology of our rivers and streams. Rivers in
Connecticut face an abundance of threats from development, overconsumption, poor water
management, pollution and other factors.

We agree that it is important to adopt regulations that ensure that a consistent, adeqnate flow will
exist in all of Connecticut’s rivers and streams, providing the needed habitat to allow native aquatic
species to survive and thrive. We further believe that it is important that flow requirements take into
account the natural high and low flow periods present in any given year, and recognize that water
releases must be made to more closely match these naturally occurring cycles. Such natural flows can
have a significant impact on the quality and health of the ecosystem.

The inclusion of standards for groundwater withdrawal is also crucial to the success of the proposed
regulations, It is important to ensure that groundwater withdrawals do not result in unnatural flow
reductions in nearby streams. At the lowest flow periods which normally happen when water
temperatures are seasonally highest, the stress is greatest on aquatic life. As such, cutting back or
eliminating groundwater withdrawals which would impact stream flows is essential to keep streams
flowing effectively; thus protecting the biota living within in them; and maintaining groundwater
reserves:

Like many Connecticut towns, the majority of Newtown residents rely exclusively on groundwater
for drinking. Limits on groundwater draw therefore are essentia! to maintainiug drinking water levels
now and in the future.

While we may not be able to comment on efficacy of the proposed regulations, we are pleased to see
that a classification process allowing public input is included in the proposed regulations that would
be conducted over five years. It is important that all voices are heard during this classification period.
Those objecting to the classifications are allowed appeals which are also an important part of the
process.

It is encouraging that the proposed regulations will allow local water users to work with conservation
groups, municipal officials and the state to develop individual watershed compacts which may be
better suited for the particular needs of their communities and the specific environmental conditions
of the region. These groups should work with DEP to address the cumulative impacts of multiple
users on waterbodies, including groundwater recharge areas. In addition, the regulations phased-in
approach allows those affected time to prepare; to pursue conservation options; and to improve
technology.

The proposed regulations also allow for emergency takings of water in case of drought or other
emergency, protecting human water needs.

We know that there is a strong desire to protect our rivers and a will to work together, as
conservationists, to restore them. Stream and river protection ultimately means protection of drinking
water resources. It is inaccurate to claim that these regulations only protect fish and aquatic life. It is
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essential that the public be reminded of the interconnectedness of ground and surface waters and what
happens when they turn on the tap. Because of this intrinsic link, it is our assertion that the current
regulations do not go far enough to protect groundwater and we applaud DEP’s efforts to craft
stronger, more effective protections.

In closing, the Proposed Stream Flow Standards and Regulations represent an important step toward
ensuring an abundant supply of water for human use while protecting the ecological needs and
recreational enjoyment of Connecticut’s rivers and streams.

Balancing these needs is a difficult task, and these proposed regulations begin to create a standard
that accounts for that balance,

Respeclfully,

4~ogeph Hov.ious, Chair of the CW2Nervation Commission

~
and Wetlands Commission

~ Benson, Director of Planning & Land Use
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